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WILLIAM GODDARD SHERMAN 


R. Addison H. Leitch, president of 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Sem- 


inary, is the author of a weekly col- 
umn which ranks with the best. His de- 
lightful writings under the title, ‘“‘Take it 
From Here,’’ sparkle with a keen wit and 
a pungent insight. Writing recently about 
‘Ye Olde Thyme Religion,’ Dr. Leitch 
makes reference to what is commonly call- 
ed an old-fashioned hymn-sing. He writes, 


9 


I wouldn’t go across the street to 
attend it. The old-fashioned’ de- 
scription is what leaves me cold. | 
know what I am afraid of in that 
service and I won’t take a chance. 
In the first place they will sing 
some very light weight stuff like 
‘In The Garden.’ Don’t tell me. 
But people will sing those numbers. 
People will sing in beer halls, too, 
which doesn’t prove a thing. The 
oint isn’t whether they will sing, 
but whetherthe stuffis worth sing- 
_ ing, and whether, indeed, it has 
’ anything to do with the Christianity 
of Jesus Christ. Much of it will be 
bad theology and some of it almost 
blasphemous. 


_ The last sentence is our main concern 
here: Much of it will be bad theology and 
some of it almost blasphemous. How 
tragically true! Many of our hymns are 
crammed full of outworn theological con- 
cepts which are little short of heresy. 
This can be dangerous. While it is true 
hat the majority of church-goers sing 
e hymns week by week with scarce rec- 
gnition of what is eee it is also 
e that many more will take the words 
f the hymns as infallible truth. A mis- 
nformed laity will grow up if our people 
ake as factual and biblical all of the 
ancies set to music. 
For example, one of the greatly loved 
mns of the Church is Faber’s *"Therés 
‘Wideness in God’s Mercy.” The fourth 
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HERESY 
SET 
TO MUSIC 


stanza closes with the words: 


And our lives would all be sunshine 
In the sweetness of our Lord. 


It’s a lovely thought, but it simply is 
not true. It is alien to the teachings of 
Jesus Christ, for He never promised His 
followers a life of ease. To seek to win 
men and women to Christ on the basis of 
a promise that their lives will be nothing 
but “sweetness and light’ would be false 
advertising. 

Jesus gave His disciples more of a 
challenge than this. He said to them, “Tn 
this world ye shal! have tribulations.” 
Notwithstanding this fact, we continue in 
our churches to stand and sing the hymn 
called “We Gather Together,’” which 
offers this prayer: 


Let Thy congregation escape trib- 
ulation. . 


“So! Jesus promises us one thing if we 
take up our crosses and follow Him, and 
we pray for deliverance from that very 
thing. Heresy set to music! 

This is one of the most widespread 
misconceptions in modern-day Christian- 
ity and it is just this which gives rise 
to the abandonment of faith when sorrow 
comes. Suppose a man and his wife have 
taken Christ as Lord believing that 
their lives will be “‘all sunshine.” They 
are happy Christians. No harm can come 
to them for they are Christ’s. No sorrow | 
can come nigh their dwelling - hasn’t 
God so promised? 

Suddenly tragedy strikes. Possibly ill- 
ness takes one of their children, and 
they face stark reality totally unprepared 
because theologically ungrounded. They 
discover that allegiance to Christ does 
NOT assure them of a life free from sor 
row. But in the midst of the tragic hour 
it is too late to instruct. The result is a 
shaken faith, possibly a complete rebel- 
lion against God, and a forsaking of the 
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Christian faith. 

Too many of our hymns portray Christ- 
ianity as a rabbit's foot religion. A 
charmed life is not one of the fruits of 
Christian conviction. The Bible does not 
teach this fallacy, but we sing hymns 
which do. We have noted one or two 
already. Another, equally well-known 
and frequently sung is ‘‘Now Thank We 
All Our God.’”? The same extrabiblical 


doctrine is found in the second stanza: 


And free us from all ills 


In this world and the next. 


One misguided soul with whom I coun- 
seled saw this verse of the hymn as 
sanctioning Christian Science: ‘‘Isn’t 
this what Mary Baker Eddy taught?” she 
reasoned. “‘He frees us from all ills.”’ 

Let the case rest there. It should be 
clear that when our hymns imply to un- 
trained minds that Christianity is a prom- 
ise of freedom from sorrow, suffering, and 
sickness, itis hardly strengthening them 
in a faith which is adequate for these 
tempestuous times. 

Closely akin to thisis the notion that 
our sorrows are a direct appointment of 
the Almighty. Job cried out long centur- 
ies past, “Though He slay me yet will 
I trust Him.”’ Like Job of old many per- 
sons understand their sufferings to be 
visited upon them by the hand of a wrath- 
ful God. Every pastor has had someone 
cry out in the midst of agony, ‘‘Why is 
God punishing me?”’ 

Not long ago I stood with a bereaved 
family beside a grave. The young lad 
whose life had been snuffed out by a 
careless driver, had a life of promise be- 
fore him, but suddenly all promise van- 
ished, and his life was at an end. Steep- 
ed in threadbare theology which portrays 
God as less loving than man, his mother 
kept murmuring, “I must try to under 
stand that this is God’s will.” 

As far as I was concerned it was NOT 
God’s will. God’s will is for the fulfill- 
ment of desire and promise, and the reali- 
zation of divinely given potentialities. 
I am convinced that His will is often 
thwarted in this world. Otherwise there 
would be no reason to pray, as_ Jesus 
taught us to pray, “Thy will be done °’ 
It is precisely because God’s will so 
often is not done that we need more and 
more to pray that prayer. 
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In a hymn we cited earlier there are 
these words: 


He chastens - His will to make known. 


There it is, heresy set to music The 
ridiculous idea that God punishes us 
by inflicting pain upon us! To be sure, 
we recognize that the word ‘‘chasten”’ 
sometimes can be understood to be less 
severe, but the connotation normally 
carries with it the idea of brutality. Thus 
in the RSV the translators have more ac- 
curately rendered Hebrews 12:6, ““The 
Lord disciplines him whom he loves.” 
Certainly, God disciplines, even as does 
an earthly father. But chastening - pun- 
ishing retributively and in a manner to 
inflict tragedy and unbearable pain, cer- 
tainly not, yet we sing so in our hymns! 

Moreover, the high privilege of prayer 
is reduced in the prental to a heavenly 
push-button service. Take for example 
the well-known hymn, “‘God will take 
Care of You.’’ The third stanza has this 
glowing promise: 


Nothing you ask will be denied. 


How can we reconcile this with the 
clear statement of Jesus, ‘‘Ye ask,and | 
ye receive not ...”” Now to be sure, there | 
are other verses of Scripture which may 
be cited as a basis for the words of the | 
hymn, notably Matthew 21:22, and it is — 
surely not our purpose to suggest that 
prayer is unavailing. But the Scriptures 
must be read in context, and Jesus ever 
taught that true prayer must be in His 
Name. That means more than simply tack- 
ing onto the end of the prayer the words, 
“In Jesus’ Name.”’ It means praying in 
His Spirit, His very Personality. 

True prayer, then, will never even re- 
quest things which are not in harmony 
with God’s will. True prayer seeks not 
so much to change things as to change 
the person who prays. When these con-. 
ditions are met then God surely will grant 
the requests of His people. 

If all of this is presupposed in the 
hymn at hand, then we have no quarrel. 
But to make a categorical statement that 
“nothing you ask will be denied” is to 
open the door for a variety of mistaken 
concepts about the nature and purpose of 
prayer. 3 

(See page 426) 
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THE CRISIS 
OF 
THE SERMON 


PART TWO 


HERE is every reason to examine 

just what the task of the preacher 

really is. What is the preacher 
-o preach from his pulpit? 

The love of God in Jesus Christ is to 
1ave the first place. Jesus, Himself, al- 
Nays proclaimed the wonderful grace of 
30d. Paul amazed all his heathen hear- 
‘rs by his message of God’s love in 
thrist. He did not bring first a new mor- 
lity, but a new gospel. Here was the 
sower that liftedthe peopleto a new life. 
[hus it is even today. Where the forgive- 
ness of sins is presented in its purity, 
here one moves in the center of the evan- 
‘elical sermon. And therein is also the 
spiritual atomic energy which is more 
yowerful than the physical atomic energy. 

Permit me to tell something which was 
elated to me in my own home. A father 
old me the most remarkable story I have 
sver heard. He said he had two sons in 
-ollege. When they were small, they al- 
vays fought each other. The father tried 
o reconcile them, but he did not know 
ow. He prayed with them, he read the 
3ible to them, he whipped them, but noth- 
ng helped. When they grew larger, he 
ashed them with a leather strap. Nothing 
elped. Finally, the father realized that 
.e was no longer able to hit them. Then 
1e told his sons, “‘The fault is mine. I 
1m so poor a father that I have not known 
ow to train you any better. Now I shall 
mdress here. Take this strap and hit me 
1s hard as you can.”’ The boys held the 
trap in their hands but did not hit. They 
ould not and after that they could never 
ight with each other. They reconciled 
vith each other. 
Hearing this story I thought of Christ. 
Je, likewise, took onHimself,the blame 
f us all on Golgatha. If we behold Him, 
e can be evil no more. In His cross 1s 
spiritual atomic energy more powerful 
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BISHOP E. G. GULIN 


Neither nations nor individuals can fight 
any longer. Peace comes to the world. 

ur most important task is to portray the 
Christ crucified, so that all’ people can 
behold Him. 

We must preach the whole law and the 
whole gospel. Not partly or half-way but 
fully of both. Here prevails the same re- 
lationship as in the Bible advice, that a 
Christian must speak the truth in love. 
If we speak the truth without love, it eas- 
ily becomes cruelty; if we speak love 
without truth, it becomes sentimentality. 
Likewise in the sermon, law without the 
gospel easily becomes morality; the gos- 
pel without the law has the effect of 
sweet syrup-water. Both must be combin- 
ed, as difficult as it may seem. As we, 
ourselves, are not able to carry out the 
whole law, we are always tempted to 
preach God’s law only to that extent as 
we fulfill it in our lives. This is an er 
ror. If we thus compromise about the 
preaching of the law, we cannot preach 
the gospel aright either. We have been 
ordained to proclaim the whole truth of 
God, and we must permit this whole truth 
to come into our own lives as judgment 
and grace. Thus only, are we proper 
mouthpieces for proclaiming God’s truth. 
But each one of us understands that no 
one can preach this truth unless he is 
ready in the sacristy, before his sermon, 
to go through that purgatory which the 
living Word always requires of us. 

We should always keep in mind our 
task is not to present from the puupit a 
program of entertainment for our hearers, 
but God’s Word. The presentation of the 
Bible is always the main thing, for 
from it alone, comes the ee message 
which stirs the depths of the heart, and 
which we can get nowhere else. The 
heart of the Bible is Jesus Christ, His 
person, His work, His suffering, His 
death and resurrection. Here is an inex- 
haustiblyirich subject for the sermon. Un- 
less our sermon is Christ-centered, it is 
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not a true Christian sermon. His person 
should really be the speaker, we, only 
His servants. The early Christians did 
all in the name of Jesus. That meantthat 
Jesus was really the subject of all their 
activity. They were only instruments in 
His hand. He did the work; they only 
yielded themselves to be used by Him. 
The preacher should regard his position 
as such even today. 

It is well for us to remember that the 
Word which we proclaim, is God’s living 
Word which has behind it the whole cre- 
ative power of God. Luther held that un- 
less the preacher knows his message to 
be God’s own Word, then it is best for 
him to stop preaching. Jesus always lik- 
ened His Word to the seed, which in se- 
cret silently but surely, produces fruit. 
He saw in the power of the seed the mir- 
acle of God’s Word. Again and again I 
see this same miracle. On the island on 
which stands my vacation cottage, there 
is a granite stone. Into the small crack 
in that stone dropped the tiny seed of a 
Mountain-Ash tree, and it began to grow. 
The insignificant seed continued to grow 
and seemingly exploded the rock! Such is 
also the Word of God. We can believe our- 
selves to be sowers of the seed of this 
Word. In the seed, itself, is the power to 
grow. And it is good to know that the 
seed may also hibernate. The sown seed 
seems to be lost in ice and snow. But 
then when the sun rises higher and high- 
er - after a long period of time, there ris- 
es from that same seed, the sprout and 
then the stalk, which bears the grain. God 
gives the growth. 

In proclaiming this kind of Word, it is 
important for us to keep in mind that the 
Word should make the hearer desire to do 
something for God’s cause. For this rea- 
son the task of the sermon is not to pro- 
vide entertainment, but to move the will 
of the hearer to act. Therefore in each 
sermon there should be an appeal. The 
sermon, toward its end, should ascend 
to a definite climax, which, from the be- 
ginning has been in the preacher’s mind 
as the goal for which to aim. And when 
this point has been reached, we should 
know enough to conclude so that it would 
not be as Hallesby said of maay preach- 
ers, ‘“They are still speaking, although 
the sermon was ended long ago.”’ If our 
hearers begin to wish for the ‘“‘Amen,”’ 
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then the preacher has failed in his task. 

We should also remember to point out 
in our sermons how our message can be 
applied in everyday life. Each one of ow 
hearers has his life-calling. He questions 
the value of church attendance in helping 
him in his life’s work. Men, especially, 
would want to put into practice that 
which they have heard. They ask for re- 
alistic facts, just as a certain business 
man, who told his pastor that he would 
want to see something about that God’s 
Kingdom which was spoken about in 
church. Otherwise he cannot believe. The 
pastor replied, ““You have experienced 
God’s great blessings in your business 
endeavors. Across from me lives a poor 
widow with many children. Take a bas- 
ket, put into it everything that you think 
this woman might need, take it to her, 
and if you don’t see there anything of 
God’s kingdom come back to speak with 
me.” The business man did this and 
called his pastor to tell him that he had 
already seen a clear portion of the King- 
dom of God. He no longer doubted its ex- 
istence. 

Now to our personal questions. These 
are most important. The preacher is com 
pelled endlessly to examine himself. 
Unless he is always ready to repent, his 
trumpet, as Paul says, will give an in- 
distinct sound, and no one will prepare 
himself for the struggles of life. Do we 
have prayer in our secret chamber? Do we 
ask, for all our work, that the Holy Spir- 
it revive the dead bones? The Saviour 
said that God is more ready to give us 
this Holy Spirit than a father to give 
bread to his child, if only we ask Tim 
for the Spirit. Unless we live in personal 
contact with both the law and the gospel, 
being judged by the law, as well as _ re- 
joicing over the unspeakable gift of the 
gospel, then we are as sounding brass 
and clanging cymbal! 

Each one of us is endlessly tempted 
to ask ourselves after the sermon, just 
what impression we have made upon our 
hearers. We must get rid of such. A dis- 
ciple of Jesus must not think of himself. 
We are not supposed to be looked at. 
Once we can lose sense of our own im- 
portance, we will find real contact with 
all kinds of people. Luther said that aft- 


er the sermon, one need not feel aay 
(See page 426, 
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ESCALATOR EVOLUTION 


A BRITISH journal of religion recently Baptist spelled out that fact when he 


gave space to this startling asser- warned his hearers:‘‘Do not presume to 
tion: “The great achievement of the Say to yourselves, we have Abraham as 
church in Scotland in the nineteenth cen- our father; for | tell you, God is able from 


tury was its education of the rising mid- these stones to raise up children to Abra- 


dle classes of the cities and towns in ham.’’ Not many years ago the writer ate 


Christian service and responsibility. It tended a Sunday afternoon service in a 
may well be that the greatest problem in large city church. The Pastor was dis- 


the coming half century will be the evan- coursing briefly upon that sad episode 
gelization of their descendants.”’ recorded in the O.T. in which the sons of 

Why did Christian home environment the high priest by their wickedness had 
and religious education prove their ina- brought disgrace upon their father and up- 


bility to conserve spiritual values through onthe temple itself. With uncommon can- 
three generations? The answer is simple. dor the preacher remarked, ‘‘How often 
In material things there is constant prog have I seen the same sort of things in 
tess. Every inventor stands upon the this parish : glorious grandparents, med- 
shoulders of his predecessors. One de-  jocre parents, worthless sons.’’ Such a 
vice suggests another. But human nature process has long been recognized with 
is different. It is unpredictable and at respect to wealth and social standing. 
times anarchic. A new generation may or One generation achieves these objectives, 
may not build upon the foundations laid the second barely conserves them and the 
by others. It may choose to reject theles- third loses them. Only a few days ago the 
sons of experience and insist upon dis- police arrested a young man playing the 
covering the facts of life for itself. Evo- piano in a night club, on suspicion of 
lution works both ways, upward anddown- possessing marijuana. He bore an honor- 
ward. Marshall Dawson’s Nineteenth Cen- jame.His grandfather had built upagreat 
tury Evolution and After, had the bad pysiness characterized by an unusual de- 
luck to appear during the depression and gree of social awareness. The young man, 
did not receive the attention it deserved. well-born and educated in one of the 
It put a final quietus upon the whole idea ‘‘best’’ colleges, was content to pursue 
‘of ‘‘escalator evolution.’’ Such progress an occupation that was below par in so- 
s mankind makes is on the order of three cjal usefulness and spiritual productivity. 
steps forward and two steps backward. Or The conversion as ps om isi nai ee 
the movement may be sideways. The net ject of enormous di a ty. 1 
ania ? d man’s sacrifice. Nothing 
result fails to comfort the optimist and God’s power eet h’s ‘‘Blood and 
gives Utopia a mirage-like quality. The less than William Booth’s : te 
. - i ill suffice. Mass evangelism in 
sins of London, Hong Kong and San mee ee of being out of date is needed more 
cisco today differ in no material way from stea a attack on paganism must 
those practiced long ago in Rome, Corinth than ever. MU ee 
: i de in the treatment be frontal, on the flanks 
and Babylon. Gains ma , Nothing can be taken for granted or 
pe ot brisonets going. the plagiernt ae to chance. Scotland requires atten- 
century were more than wiped out by the ae well as Nigeria and Indonesia. 
ls pr atawaebings-ol the. recent bts fal itness must be borne whether 
past. In this field the world is now worse gees ng as coe omen ree 
off than a was at the time of the Amer- ee ey nee spiritually, the notion of 
can revolution. 


- Salvation is non-transferable. John the (See page 426) 
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THE CHURCH 
at WORK 


THE CHURCH FUND-RAISING COLUMN 
By Norman E. Nygaard, D.D. 


Dr. Nygaard is a Presbyterian minister who has 
contributed regularly to The Expositor for more 
than thirty years. For the last six years be has 
given full time to writing and professional fund- 


raising for churches. 


Several interesting questions have 
reached our desk this month, after the 
recent announcement that this column 
would be a regular monthly feature in 
The EXPOSITOR. 

One pastor writes: 

“I am strongly in favor of professional 
leadership in a forthcoming campaign. 
which our church contemplates conducting, 
However, my official Boards are not in 
favor of bringing in outside help. They 
especially oppose the idea that an out- 
sider shall take any considerable sum 
of money away which we would need 
for building. Is there any way in which 
I can convince them of the need for pro- 
fessional guidance?”’ 

Answer; Sometimes it is impossible to 
convince a Board of the value of leader- 
ship. There are several alternatives that 
you could follow: 

1.) Find out from pastors of your own de- 
nomination what their experience has 
been. Some undoubtedly have had cam 
paigns which were conducted by their 
own members without outside assistance. 
Were they satisfied with the results? Do 
they feel that they got as much this way 
as they would have had they had profes- 
sional help? What was their experience? 

Others have had professional help. 
What was their experience? Did sdnasne 
leadership develop the maxiumm poten- 
tial in their church campaigns? What rea 
sons would they put forth for getting pro- 
fessional help? If your official Boards 
are men who are open to reasonable sug- 
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gestions they would probably base thei 
decisions on the results of sucha canva 
2.) If they are not open to conviction, ¢ 
course, and unless a very substantiz 
majority is ready to vote for employmen 
of professional help, it would be a mis. 
take to try to force the issue. No reput 
able fund-raising organization would b 
willing to undertake a campaign in whic! 
the church leadership would not be ready 
to join wholeheartedly and in a Christia 
spirit of co-operation. 

There is an interesting fallacy in the 
argument which your officials advance 
Of course, they assume, first of all, tha 
fund-raising is exceedingly expensive 
As a matter of fact, it is not. The fee fo 
a campaign in relationship to the goal is 
comparatively small. Fees differ, to be 
sure, but you can ascertain what they are 
by writing to the various professional 
organizations. Second, the professional: 
know how to get pledges from non-mem- 
bers. Usually they are able to show tht 
church how to get many pledges from th 
non-member group so that the non-membe 
group will more than pay their fee and al 
of the local costs of the campaign. With 
out high-pressure they will also demon. 
strate how to get people to want to mak 
larger pledges than local leaders are us 
aay ak 


le to attract. 


The EXPOSITOR will be happy to bave 
you direct questions concerning fund- 
raising problems to Dr. Nygaard. He has 
indicated that for obvious’ reasons be 
cannot answer questions concerning 
fund-rasing Firms. Every church should 
make its own investigation. His ques- 
tions shoudl be concerned with methods. 
insofar as there is room answers to 
your questions will appear in future 
columns of The EXPOSITOR. Send ‘ 
your questions to - Me | 
Dr. Norman E. Nygaard 
% The EXPOSITOR 
East Aurora, New York. 
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CHRISTIAN ADVENTURE 


Paul Luther Wetzler, bastor of Salem Lutheran 
Church, Minneapolis, wrote the following sug- 
gestions for church members. It might be word 
for you to pass on to your members who may not 
yet have thought of their membership as a Chris- 
tian Adventure. 


If you want to get a real thrill out of 
going to church, follow a few off-hand 
Suggestions culled from the remarks of a 
fellow-pastor. From what may have been 
but a boring duty - a matchless adven- 
ture will be realized. 

1. Never miss. That’s fundamental. 
Occasional church-going is like occa 


sional practicing on a musical instrument. 


It never gets beyond the stage of painful 
awkwardness. Go regularly and soon you 
will enter a glorious stage of freedom. 
Church-going will become an exciting ad- 
venture. 

2. Study to know the worship pattern. 
The pastor can help you. Each organiza- 
tion of the Church would profit much by 
setting aside an evening to a special 
study of it. For joyous church-going know 
the service and the meaning of each part. 

3. Be receptive - not critical. Face 
the panorama of spiritual values which a 
church service brings you like you would 
watch a sunset or listen to music. Be re- 
ceptive. “Incline thine ear.’’ Surrender 
yourself calmly to the glorious experience 
and respond hilariously. 

Don’t sit stiffly and severely as if dar- 
ing God to get anything by the door of 
your heart. Relax. Surrender to the wor- 
ship mood. 

4. Don’t expect the sermon to please 
you every time. Even 300 is a good bat- 
ting average in baseball. No pastor could 
please alt his members every time he 

reaches. !f he did he would not be worth 
hie salt. Even in human relationships 
Jesus commented ‘“‘beware when all men 
speak well of you.’’ We may go to church 
for comfort and strength but sometimes 
e need to be stabbed awake spiritually 
d morally. It’s when a sermon hits you 
that God is getting something across to 


ou. 
5. Give as well as receive. There are 


regation 
felds. But you can also pray for the 
astor, the organist, the choir director, 
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choir, ushers, the worshippers about you, 
and especially for those who didn’t come, 
- - God only knows why. Surprising what 
this can do for a service - and you. Let 
your worship be others-centered rather 
than self-centered. 

6. Tell others. If you would keep the 
blessings of worship - share them. Say 
to your neighbor over the fence or to your 
friends over the phone, “Say, I wish you 
had been at church with me yesterday - 
the anthem was so helpful - the message 
so fine and in the prayer we came face to 
face with God. There was a radiance on 
the face of those who worshipped.”’ 

Church-going need not be boring - 
it can be a spiritual adventure. Make the 
most of this privilege while it is still 
ours. Come to Church every Sunday and 
give your whole self in the service of our 

ord. 


TRY A SILENT COMMUNION SERVICE 


Frederick Maier 


I never knew a minister who lost his 
charge because he talked too little. On 
the contrary many a pastor has had to 
move on because he had not learned the 
powerof silence and brevity. 

Recently I learned of a minister who 
occasionally conducted silent commun- 
ion service in the evening hour. One of 
my own members visited one of those 
silent services and said it was one of 
the most eloquent and profoundly spirit- 
ual services he had ever attended. 

Hearing this testimony I wrote the min- 
ister for an outline of the program and his 
description of the service. Then I tried 
it myself. Now I am satisfied that the 
Spirit of God works mightily in the hearts 
of people when the ministers give it a 
chance. It is the most effective and im- 
pressive service I have ever conducted. 
So I am writing this story for The Expos- 
itor that others may know about the serv- 
ice and use it for the glorifying of God 
and the deepening of spiritual lives. We 
have discovered that in this quiet way, 
religion has become profoundly real and 
eer to the worshipers. 

The thing that matters most is not 
what the preacher says but rather what 
the people think and feel while they are 
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meditating and communing with God. Too 
frequently people get into the habit of 
attending worship with the sole idea of 
listening to what the preacher has to say, 
when they should be listening quietly to 
the voice of God speaking in their souls. 
‘‘Be still and know that I am God.’’ ‘“The 
Lord is in His Holy Temple. Let all the 
earth keep silent before Him.” 

This type of service develops partici- 
pation. It puts the responsibility upon 
the worshipers. Music plays a large part. 
There is singing by the choir and the 
congregation. No spoken word is used 
apart from the singing. All prayers are 
silent. The whole service is in printed 
form and moves forward without any an- 
nouncements. The elders and ushers are 
instructed beforehand so that they will 
know just what to do and when to do it. 
When it is time to pass the elements 
the minister simply elevates the bread 
and then the wine in silent blessing and 
then passes it to the elders who distri- 
bute it, while the organ plays softly, 
suitable hymns. 

Here follows an outline of a program 
which was used most effectively. 


Evening Worship 
7:30 P.M. 
Organ Devotions (7:15) 
Processional; 

Day Is Dying In The West 
Silent Prayer (One minute) 
Response by Choir; 

My Faith Looks Up To Thee 
Evening Hymn: 

Jesus, The Very Thought of Thee 
Silent Prayer (Three minutes) 
Response by Choir; 

There is a Fountain Filled With 

Blood 
Offertory; 

Dino Sincero ; 

Communion Hymn (All standing) 

When I Survey The Wondrous Cross 
Quartette 

’Tis Midnight on Olive’s Brow 
Sacrament of the Bread 
Quartette ; 

Tis Midnight on Olive’s Brow 
Sacrament ar the Wine 
Hymn (All standing) 

There Is a Green Hill Far Away 
Silent Prayer (One minute) 
Response by Choir; 
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Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross 
Chimes Silent Prayer 
Postlude 


Silent Benediction. 


CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 


A bit of research has brought out some 
interesting data on Church Membership. Ac- 
cording to it- 

10% cannot be located. 

20% never pray. 

30% never read the Bible. 

40% never give to the Kingdom. 

50% never go to church. 

60% never give for Missions. 

75% never serve in the church. 

85% never attend prayer meetings. 

90% never have family worship. 

95% never have won a soul to Christ. 
One wonders, occasionally, how the Church 
has survived on such inactivity of its mem 
bership. No other organization could! 


QUBIC, THE GROWN UP TIC-TAC-TOE 

ot every game is as nicely suited for 
use in the church parlor or recreational 
rooms as QUBIC. It is a new, three-di- 
mentional game for from two to four to 
play. Basically, it is advanced tic-tac 
toe played on four levels of transparent 
plastic plates. : 


alike, for everybody is fascinated by Tic 
Tac-Toe, and this is four times as ye 
fun. Complete sets cost only $2.50. Full 
ae oeree may be had from the Home 
craft Company, 3714 Milwauk Q, 
Chicago 41, Illinois. a a Avead 4 


Text: 1Peter 2:21. Christ also suffered 


for us, leaving us an example. 


AST year the Christian world cele 
brated the centennial of the death 
of one of the greatest English hymn 
writers, the Moravian poet, James Mont- 
gomery. The author of some four hundred 
hymns, thirty of which are in common use 


Born in Irvine, Scotland, in 1771, Mont- 
omery was fond of saying humorously 
that he “‘narrowly escaped being an Irish- 
man,” for his parents had just moved to 
Scotland from Ireland a few months be- 
fore his birth. 

When one begins to list the hymns 
which Montgomery wrote, in use in the 
churches today, it soon becomes appar 
ent how much the Clristian world owes 
to this man who ‘‘passed through storm 
and tempest, through privation and strug- 
gle, to the peaceful haven of his later 

ears.”’ These are some of Montgomery’s 
Eroat hymns: “Angels from the realm of 
lory,’’ ““Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, 
‘Hark! the song of jubilee,” ‘Stand up 
nd bless the § ord,” “Tord, teach us 


ow to pray aright,’ “Prayer is the 
ire,” ‘‘According to 


holy mountain, 


1 ym on high,’’ ‘‘Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,” 
Yecember, 1954 


ulpit 


Christ 
Our Example 
In Suffering 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


“Work while it is today,” “Sow in the 
morn Thy seed,”’ and “Go to dark Geth- 
semane. 

Had Montgomery given us only this 
last hymn, we should acknowledge his 
claim for thankful rememberance. This 
hymn is a brief “Story of the Cross,” 
which we can study under the guidance 
of a poetic and devout soul. When this 
hymn first appeared in 1820, its title was 
“Christ, Our Example in Suffering.” in 
view of this title a text from Peter’s 
First Epistle seems most suitable; in 
the second chapter, verse twenty-one we 
read, “Christ also suffered for us, leav- 
ing us an example.” 

Go to dark Gethsemane, 
Ye that feel the tempter’s power: 
Your Redeemer’s Bonfiiet see, 
Watch with Him one bitter hour: 
Turn not from His griefs away, 
Learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 

Do we usually associate temptation 
with the agony in Gethsemane? We hear 
the Lord Jesus praying earnestly that 
the cup might pass from Him, we see the 
disciples sleeping, and wonder why they 
could not watch with their Master. But 
do we think of the Lord Jesus as engag- 
ing in a great conflict, which, though He 
was victorious, left Him sorely in need 
of the strength which the angel from 
heaven came to bring? 

The ancient Greek Liturgiesused a term 
about our Saviour’s agony which well ex- 
presses its my sterious depths - they 
speak of His ‘unknown sufferings.” It 
was the hour of darkness. Little do we 
know of spiritual agencies, but surely all 
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dark powers were let loose against the 
Lord of life in those solemn moments in 
Gethsemane. From the conflict He came 
forth as Conqueror, and He went to His 
death in majesty and peace. 

Temptations assail us. We see the Re- 
deemer’s conflict and how He won the 
victory by prayer. We hear His solemn 
warning to His disciples, “‘Watch and 
pray, lest ye enter into temptation,’’and 
we learn that temptation can only be re- 
sisted in the power of God, which must 
be sought by diligent and earnest prayer. 
The prayer in Gethsemane manifests what 
prayer may be. Well did the writer to the 
Hebrews say of Him that he “‘offered up 
prayers and suplications, with strong 
crying and tears, unto Him that was able 
to save Him from death, and was heard 
in that He feared.” 

There is an agonizing in prayer for 
His servants too, through which they must 
pass if they would resist temptation. The 
devils of greed, of dishonesty, of lust, 
are only overcome by constant effort, by 
agony of strife. Before the soldier of 
Christ, whom temptation assails, there 
is the figure of his Leader, and his path 
is not nae solitary; the battle he 
fightsisnot a single combat with all evil 
but one of a series of contests for the 
supremacy of good over evil, where often 
the single solider cannot see the next 
man in the firing line, but can see the 
Captain, and knows that His cause for 
which they fight will win. 

This hymn was revised by Montgomery 
in 1825, and so the second verse appears 
in two forms in the different hymn books. 
In our hymnal it reads like this: 

Follow to the judgement-hall, 

View the Lord of life arraigned; 
Oh, the wormwood and the gall! 

Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 
Shun not suffering, shame or loss; 

Learn of Him to bear the Cross. 


The scene rises vividly before our 
eyes; we almost transfer Pilate’s sarcas- 
tic appeal to the Jews’ compassion to 
the bold description, ‘View the Lord of 
life arraigned.’’ The blindness, malice, 
hatred of the Jews, stand contrasted with 
the gentleness of the Saviour, Annas and 
Caiaphas, their servants and followers, 
with their brutal words and outrage of 
justice, are there, and in the midst the 
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Lord of life stands arraigned. Few ex- 
pressions could so powerfully suggest 
the depths of human depravity and the 
majesty of divine sacrifice and love. And 


from that central figure the voice comes, 


‘‘learn of Me to bear the Cross.”’ 


Living a good life is no guarantee a 


gainst suffering. Some people in the 
early Christian Church to which Peter 
was writing, like many today, thought it 
was. Christian faith had an “insurance 
value” in this sense. But they soon dis- 
covered, as we must too, that being a 
Christian is very likely to get us into 
trouble, and not out of it, that is, if we 
are really living an agresssive, militant, 
Christian life. 

The fact remains that you and [| live 
and move and have our being in a world 
where good people are likely to suffer 
simply and solely because of their good 
ness. And Christ told us it would be so. 
He said the time was coming when who- 


soever killeth you thinks he doeth God’s 


service. He said they would be slaughter- 


ed like lambs among the wolves. Yes, 
Jesus leaned over backwards lest any- 
body should think discipleship would turn 
out to be profitable.He said very clearly 
that anyone who followed Him would not 
get along; they would be misunderstood 
as He would, they would suffer as He did; 
but the way, and only that way, they 
would be His people and through them 
He would have His chance at the world. 

It is time we began to take that for 
granted, Many Christians in the world are 
not getting along very well at the moment, 
and it is surely not because of any lack 
of faith or virtue on their part. It is so 


easy to say, “If only they had more faith, 


they would be better people and matters 
would go more smoothly for them.”’ As a 
matter of fact, when faith is real its road 
is likely to be rough. That is the way of 
the world. So, let us learn this from Christ 
our Saviour as He speaks to us through 
this hymn: 
Shun not suffering, shame or loss 
Learn of Him to bear the Cross. 
Whatever cross we may carry, we can al- 


will come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take u 
He that follows Jesus first in bearing 


his cross, will follow Him hereafter, 
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ware think of Jesus’ words, “If any man 
] 


his cross and follow Me.” 


. 


“ 
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wearing a crown. 

In the third verse of this hymn we join 
the procession of death as the soldiers 
and accompanying crowds conduct the 
Lord of life to Calvary. 

Calvary’s mournful mountian climb, 

There, adoring at His feet, 
Mark the miracle of time, 
God’s own Sacrifice complete; 
‘It is finished!” hear Him cry, 
Learn of Jesus Christ to die. 
ae this is the miracle of time, that 
the Son of God should come down from 
heaven to save lost mankind, and to com- 
plete that work by the sacrificie of Him 
self. It can never be said too often, that 
the death of Jesus marks the completion 
of His sacrifice. The work was done; the 
sacrifice for the world was accomplished 
when He cried, “‘It is finished.”? What a 
blessed message is this! What wonders 
of mercy it shows to each! 

Horatius Bonar, author of “‘I heard the 
voice of Jesus say,’’ and a numberof 
other fine hymns tells the story of a 
woman who entered into conversation with 
a laborer and found him a happy Chris- 
tian, happy in the knowledge of the sac- 
rifice for sin which Jesus made for him. 
““How long have you been rejoicing so?” 
_ she asked. “‘Six months ago,” he said, 
“T heard an address from the words,‘Who- 
soever believeth in Him shall not perish, 
but have eternal life.’ Icould not take it 
to myself then,” he said,““but when I 
got home that night I dreamed that ‘who- 
soever meant me. | got out of bed and 
got my Bible to see the word, and there 

it was, ‘whosoever.’ ” “But you knew it 
_ was in the Bible, didn’t you?” “‘Yes, but 
I wanted to see it with my own eyes, and 
I’ve been resting on it ever since.” 

This is the question, then, that I ask 
you to put to yourselves today. Do I be 
lieve es the sacrifice for sin is com- 
_ plete? Do I know that Jesus has redeemed 
me? It is our part to lay hold on this 
blessed fact, and to rest on it. Life will 
then be marked with joy, and our days 
will be ‘‘peace, perfect peace.” 

Peace, perfect peace, in this dark 
world of sin? 

The blood of Jesus whispers peace 
within. 

The fourth and last verse of this grand 
hymn by Montgomery is omitted in some 
hymn books, o viously with the intention 
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of rendering the hymn more suitable for 
use in Lent and Passion Week. 
Early hasten to the tomb, 
Where they laid His breathless clay; 
All is solitude and gloom, 
Who has taken Him away? 
Christ is risen - He meets our eyes, 
Saviour, teach us so to rise. 
The visit of Mary Magdalene to the sep- 
ulchre on that first Faster morning is ev- 
idently the reference here. The first and 
fourth lines express Mary’s thoughts, and 
the latter line especially sounds like her 
agonized question put to herself and then 
to Him Whom she took for the gardener. 

The sudden change from despair to 
sae exultation is well brought out, our 

earts echo Mary’s joy, “Christ is 
risen!’’ To her, to us, He is a real Per- 
son. He appeared to her by the sepulchre; 
He is with us in spiritual power and by 
ever deepening faith. To us, as to her, 
His message is that He has conquered 
death, and has opened unto all who be 
lieve on Him, the gates of everlasting 
life, He has risen, and man shall rise. 

It is said that Richter was conductin 
once, a rehearsal of the ‘Messiah.’ 
When a young soloist had sung a few 
bars of ‘I know That My Redeemer Liv- 
eth,” he stopped her. “Daughter,” he said, 
“*do you know?” She answered, “‘I think 
I do.”’ ‘‘Well,’’ he said, “‘you did not 
sing it as though you did.”’ She tried & 

ain, and this time she put into it the 
Aess feeling and conviction of which she 
was capable. When the solo was finished 
the old man walked overto her and kissed 
her reverently. ‘‘Daughter,’” he said, “4 
know that you know.” 

The Saviour rose from the grave. So by 
His power, and in His strength, we can 
rise to newness of life. We can follow 
the blessed steps of His most holy life. 
He imparts to His followers the life 
which is life indeed, and they continually 
grow through Him in Christian Graces and 
into that likeness which is the goal of us 


all. 


God cannot, will not, does not bless those 
who are living in disobedience. But only 
set out on the path of obedience, and at 
once, before one stone is laid upon another. 
God is eager to pour out His blessings. 
"From this day | will bless you.” 

J.Hudson Taylor 
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God Calls 
We Answer 
God Blesses 
ROGER J. NEEB 


Text: Acts 8:26-28, 37b 
\ MAN of whom you have heard, gave 


up fame and fortune to put his 

Christianity into practice and to 
answer God’s call to serve others. This 
man was a good doctor, a great organist, 
a well-known scholar and a famous phi- 
losopher. For him the world had much to 
offer. But, he spent his life serving the 
natives of Africa. You know him - Albert 
Schweitzer. He answered God’s call. 

Many years before, another man left 
England bound for Africa, also to answer 
God’s call. He spent a great many years 
on the Dark Continent. His name goes 
down in history as the greatest mission- 
ary to Africa. He was David Livingstone. 
He answered God’s call. 

Years before Livingstone, a man left 
the Scandinavian countryside for a cold 
and sparsely settled land. He devoted 
his life to the work of saving people. 
When he went elsewhere, he was certain 
that not one had been brought to Christ. 
But later travelers on Greenland found a 
large Christian community, because of 
his labors. He was Hans Eiggede. He an- 
swered God’s call. 

Each one of these men answered God’s 
call to them with complete sacrifice. So 
let us see what God is saying to us in 
the story of Philip. Let us see in it that 
God calls, we answer, and God blesses. 


God works in a mysterious way, His 
wonders to perform, a glorious truth we 
we so often lose sight of in our daily 
lives. In our text, the Lord was intent, 
first of all on bringing the Ethiopian man 
of state, to faith in Jesus Christ. We can 
assume that God also intended to bring 
Philip to a stronger, more complete trust 
in the Lord and His commands. ; 

Both of these were achieved by this 
strange call brought by an angel to Phil- 
ip. Perhaps the oddity of this call never 
made an impression on you, but doesnt it 
seem strange for an angel of the Lord to 
go to Philip and say, “‘Go Philip, take 
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the road that leads south out of Jerusalem 
toward Gaza. You know the one, the one 
which leads through the wilderness and 
the desert.”’ The area south of Jerusalem 
was really desert, a bleak and forlorn 
wilderness. But notice, the angel failed 
to tell the apostle how far to go on the 
highway, what to look for as he traveled, 
why he should do such a strange thing, 
or what ke would find as he went. What 
would you do with such a call? 

Philip has not been the only one to 
receive sucha call from God. There was 
a man by the name of Moses, who was 
called to lead the whole nation of Israel 
out of the land of Egypt. There was a 
a strange thing for one man to do. There 
was a farm boy by the name of Gideon 
whom the angel of the Lord called to 
drive a mighty army of Midianites out of 
the land of Palestine. That was a strange 
call, too. There was a man named Jonah, 
whom the Lord called to preach against 
one of the mightiest, the most beautiful 
and the most evil cities in the world. 
That was a strange call for one man to 
do. In the Gospel read, we heard the Lord 
call Andrew to leave his work and follow 
Him. That too was a very strange call. 
What would you do with such a call? 

Today, more than ever the angel of the 
Lord is giving you a special call! As you 
sit so comfortably and com tea in 
the House of God this morning, the Lord 
is tapping you on the shoulder and saying 
as Uncle Sam said on the enlistment post- 
ers, “I want you.’ I want you to do my 
bidding. The call I am giving you today 
is not strange. It is not one in which 
you do not know exactly what to do. The 
Lord is saying, “‘I want you-l. to bring 
adults to the Raul Class in two weeks, 
that others may study and learn to know 
of Me, the Saviour Jesus Christ, 2. To 
bring the little ones to Sunday School so 


they might learn of Me. 3. To bring your _ 


your offerings so that ministers may be 


sent to tell others of Christ. 4. To bring — 


your prayers to the throne of God as you 
intercede for those among whom the mis- 
sion work is beingdone.’’ What will youdo 
with your call? 


Moses argued with God and made ex- 


cuses, but finally obeyed God’s command 


and became a great leader of his people. 
Gideon made excuses, but finally obeyed 
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God’s command and became the liberator 
of Israel and the Nation’s Judge for forty 
par. Jonah turned and ran from God, 

ut later God brought him back and he 
apeyed God’s command and the evil city 
of Nineveh was saved. Andrew left his 
fishing nets and followed Christ, becom- 
ing a faithful disciple and bringing his 
brother Peter who also followed Jesus. 
Will your answer be, “‘Yes Lord, I go.” 

Philip did not ask the angel how far 
he should go on the highway. He did not 
ask what to look for as he traveled. He 
did not ask why he should do such a 
strange thing. He did not ask what he 
would find as he went. He arose and 
went and we are told he found the treas- 
urer of the Queen of Ethiopia riding in 
in his royal chariot, reading the book of 
Isaiah. Will you answer, “‘Yes Lord, I 
will go?’’ 

Very few of us could stand up before 
the Lord and say, “No God, I wont.”’ 
Most of us say, “Yes Lord, I will go.” 
BUT do we go? 


Aside from our feeble wills, many of 
us feel that it is useless to do many of 
the things we know God desires. We won- 
der why we should do them for so often 
they never work anyway. Why try to bring 
someone to the adult class. Some of 
them complete the course and then dont 
believe anyway. Others will say, ““Why 
bother with the youth of today? They’ are 
no good. Just look at them in the streets! 
They can never grow up to be fine, good 
Christian people.’’ Others may say, ‘“Why 
give of our hard-earned cash to missions 
to waste on black people over in Africa 
who wont believe anyway? We can use 
it right here in our own church to put 
cushions on the pews and make worship- 
ing more comfortable for us?”’ And yet 


others will say, “Why bother to pray? 


There are lots of people Bearing Why 
confuse things by our adding to the as- 
cending petitions?” 
Well, I’ll tell you why. If we were just 
working for ourselves and by ourselves 
this all might be true, but we forget that 


~ God also has a hand in the spreading of 
- His Gospel. Our work will be blessed as 
we see to it that others learn to know 


that Jesus Christ is the One who has 


died that they might also be saved. 


Those who are brought by you, to faith 


in Christ, as adults, often become the 
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greatest workers in the kingdom of God. 
Those youths who roam our streets are 
the adults of tomorrow and many will be- 
come the good, Christian people, if you 
bring them to Christ. And those people 
of far off lands will also believe in Him 
if you send messengers to tell them of 
the Way of Salvation, for it is not the 
messengers alone who are working, but 
God is also blessing their work through 
the Holy Ghost. Of course, we know that 
no prayer ascends to the throne of God, 
unheard. 

From the story of our text we know that 
the Lord, indeed, blessed the work of 
Philip with the Ethiopian man of state. 
It was wonderful enough for Philip to 
obey such a strange call of God and to 
go and do His bidding, then to find this 
dignitary of royalty on a road through 
wilderness, but more wonderful, following 
the explanation of Scripture, this man 
wanted to be baptized, for he believed 
that Jesus Christ was the Son of God. 
So Philip was not the only one to have 
heeded a strange call of God and have 
his work blessed for it. 

The work of Moses was blessed, for 
he successfully brought his people out of 
their captivity in Egypt and also brought 
them to the promised land. Gideon, with 
an army of only 300 men was _ indeed 
blessed by God, for they drove the mighty 
Midianite hosts from their land and God 
blessed Israel by giving Gideon to them 
as a good judge. Jonah’s work was blessed 
for un preaching to Nineveh. the people 
of that city turned from their evil ways, 
believed in God and were spared. The 
work of Andrew as a follower of Christ’s 
was also blessed, as was that of his 
brother, Peter. . 

Yes, God calls, - We answer, - and 
God blesses. | 

As God called Philip, so He calls you. 
If you follow Philip by answering, “‘Yes, 
Lord,’’ and accompany your answer with 
action, God will also bless you and your 
work. es eee 

lf Christianity is all we say 
it is, it is worth everything. 
There is no reasoning by which 
you can justify a half-hearted 
Christian life. We should go 
all out for God or else quit 
playing church. 


R.G.LeT°urneau 
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Snow Treasures 
RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


Text: Job 38:22, Hast thou entered into 
the treasures of the snow? 

HE Jews, like many Orientals, 

knew little about snow. What snow 

they saw gleamed on distant moun- 
tain heights, Herman and Lehanon. Other- 
wise, Jesus would have drawn many a 
practical and beautiful lesson from it. 
There are twenty-odd references to snow 
in the Bible, many of them suggestive 
and helpful. 

While blizzards can make for hardship, 
cause traffic jams and impede a city's 
business, it does provide much work for 
men employed inits removal. On the other 
hand a snowscape, particularly rural, is 
pleasing to the eye. 

Let a snowflake drop in the palm of the 
hand. There it lies briefly, like a letter 
from somewhere. Who made it? Dr. David 
Burrell suggests “‘A single flake gives a 

uery; two flakes farieh a coincidence; 
three flakes greatly complicate the prob- 
lem and four suggest a profound mys- 
tery.’’ He goes on to say that this is be- 
yond all solution unless we accept God. 
There are some who attempt to explain 
everything with the word chance. The 
Chinese have a saying, “‘We make our own 
fortunes and call them Fate.’’ But nothing 
occurs by chance. Always there is a rea- 
son. The fact that we do not know the 
reason is not an argument that a reason 
does not exist. 

There are numerous things that need ex- 
plaining. We presume there is a reason for 
mosquitoes and rattlesnakes, not to men- 
tion myriads of other pests. This might 
include people of whom we read, some of 
whom we have met, some of whom we 
know only by hearsay. ‘‘Man’s inhuman - 
ity to man that makes countless mourn.”’ 
There is comfort in the hymn, Some Day 
We Shall Understand, In the meantime we 
shall continue to walk by faith until that 
day when we shall walk by sight. It is 
not a strange doctrine to offer when we 
suggest that irritations, occurrences, ac- 
cidents, annoyances test our fortitude, de- 
velope our patience and strengthen our in- 
tegrity. 

mmanuel Kant said, “Two things fill 
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my soul with wonder, the starry heavens 
above and the moral law within.”’ ‘‘An 
undevout astronomer is mad.” Think of 
this when contemplating a snowflake. In 
the same chapter Job queries, “‘Has the 
rain a father?”’ The rain and the snow 
are not chance occurrences. They suggest 
the Infinite Mind in back of the universe. 
The Supreme Architect that shapes the 
continents, heaves the mountains, throws 
suns and stars in their orbits, pours the 
oceans and gives life to man. What a 
wealth of suggestiveness is found in the 
words, Divine Creator! Do we pause be 
fore a seeming wall? Faith has us believe 
that behind the wall is not a Zero but a 
Heavenly Father. 

When you examine a snowflake under a 
microscope you will discover pattern. A 
man-made masterpiece reveals many a 
flaw. It falls far short of perfection. Put 
the finest lace under the glass and there 
you see irregularities. But the snowflake 
grows finer and finer the more you ana- 
lyse it. There is also infinite variety in 
snowflakes. No two are alike. Des Cartes 
announced ninety-three patterns. But some- 
one else announced nine hundred patterns 
or forms or designs. As with snowflakes, 
so with grass. No two blades of grass are 
alike. As with grass, so with leaves, 
there are no two leaves alike. Creation 
is a thing of variety, diversion, beauty. 

William Bentley, a professional photog- 
rapher, took pictures of snowflakes and 
sold them to a leading jeweler’s forthe 
making of brooches and other objects of 
adornment in gold and silver. 

The snow suggests power. There is 
much power in ihe universe. There is 
more than we shall ever need. Professor 
Einstein tells us of the energy locked in 
a few pounds of matter - any matter. Re- 
leased, this energy is enough to make sev- 


eral tons of TNT. Whatever power we may _ 


have is the same God’s power, only there 


is so much of it. The snow we tread so - 


carelessly is dynamite. When driving on 


our highways we read signs, ‘‘Watch for 


Falling Rocks.”” These signs should be 
observed in the springtime, the time of 
thaws. The snowflakes 
ices are released by the sun’s rays and 
an avalanche occurs, rocks, gravel, dirt, 


packed in crev- — 


A 


come tumbling down, making for devasta- _ 


tion and destruction. The 
in the universe are silent. 
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greatest forces © 


* 


. 
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The sun does not ring a bell to tell us 
t 1s ripening a strawberry. The moon does 
ot trumpet its control of the tides. Did 
ou ever hear a field of corn grow? Ora 
arden of flowers, or an orchard of fruit? 
‘his is a silence that is golden. Christ 
1ade Peter’s heart ache with a look. The 
-ingdom of God will not come by explo- 
ions, but by wooing. It will not come by 
unpowder, but by persuasion, It will not 
ome by convulsion, but by leaven. It will 
‘ot come by argument, but by loving and 
indly deeds. It will come when the world 
3 made a neighborhood by brotherhood. 
When the war-drums shall throb no long- 
- and the battle flags are furled, in the 
arliament of men and the federation of 
1e world.”’ 

““He giveth his snow like wool.’’ Like 
covering of wool. This reminds us of our 
arly days, when, after prayers, mother 
sed to tuck us in against the dark and 
old. So God cares for us. The mother- 
eart of God hovers over seeds, roots, 
ulbs and tiny shoots - creatures’ which 
urrow and hibernate. He covers well and 
taps warm. One of these days the lily 
hall emerge arrayed like Solomon in all 
is glory, but more than the glory of Solo- 
on.*‘And shall he not much more care 
wr you, O you of little faith.’”’ Let us 
ave a sermon on the ‘‘Much-Mores.’’ God 
ares. He catches our tears in His bottle. 
I] through the centuries and what a large 
ottle that must be when you think of all 
e tears of humankind shed through the 
ges. Not alone the tears of the sad, but 
ars of the glad, for there are tears of 
yy. How many of them are falling these 
ays as soldiers are released from enemy 
isons and come back home. Not long ago 
young negro, sentenced to life imprison- 
ent, stepped out into the warm sun and 
esh air, a free man, because he had been 
oven innocent. He wept in gratitude. Per 
aps the angels weep for joy when one 
inner repents. Yes there are many things 
1at open the floodgates. 

‘While John Greenleaf Whittier intended 
» double meaning when he wrote Snow- 
ound, but faithfully recorded in stately 
eter a white, blanketed countryside, the 
oem is the finest picture of shelter, pro- 
.ction, security ever penned. The world 
ithout is locked in winter. Within there 
; warm lamplight and firelight. The ae 
y circle is hemmed in by the walls o 
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home. In a world of battle, murder and 
sudden death, “‘there is no place like 
home.”’ Tonight there is calm and repose. 
Tomorrow there is strife and chaos. To- 
night there is refuge and peace. Tomorrow 
there is battle and survival. 


What matter how the night behaved? 
What matter how the north-wind raved? 
Blow high, blow low, not all its snow 
Can quench our hearthfire’s glow. 


But under that covering, ‘‘like wool,” 
nature is slumbering. Under that white 
blanket miracles shall be wrought. There 
shall be an awakening. A resurrection is 
in the making. 


O little bulb uncooth, ragged and 
rusty brown; 

Have you some dew of youth? Have 
you a velvet gown? 

Plant me and see what I shall be - 

God’s fine surprise before 


your eyes. 


Back of the gloom the bloom, 
Under the snows the rose. 

And the concern of God is built in ev- 
ery Church steeple. Not the skyscraper, 
but the Church steeple is symbolic of a 
nation’s progress and true greatness. 


Many people may not enter the portals of 


the sanctuary, but the sanctuary is there. 
Because it is present it gives a sense 
of protection and security, again one of 
those silent forces, preaching all the time 
to casual passers-by, to some an inspira- 
tion, to others an admonition. Julia Lett, 
in Morning Canticle expresses our thought 
in lovely lines. Writing under Spires, she 
says, | 

No city can be strange if there but rise 

The gleam of steeples in its azure skies; 

No road is foreign - gray or amber brown 

Which leads me into any distant town - 

If spires lift up beyond to welcome me, 

here churches are, my friends will 
surely be. 


The other day I saw a bird that had 
been struck by a car. A crumpled mass 
of feathers. Halted in its flight. Its gor 

eous phummage soiled by roadside dust. 
ts once Sincere voice muted by death. 
How many people, passing, gave that 
bird a second thought? Not many. But 
that is not the end a the story. Certainly 
not the right end. The right end was the 
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happy ending - always is, ‘‘Not a sparrow 
falleth” that God does not know. That is 
the happy ending, - - for sparrows and for 
man. God knows. God cares. Was it not 
the Psalmist who had this in mind when 
he confessed, ‘‘Whither shall I go from 
thy spirit? Or whither shall I flee from 
thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, 
behold thou art there. If I take the wings 

of the morning and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea; even there shall thy right 
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall 
hold me.”’ 

We have this invitation and promise: 
‘Come, now and let us reason together, 
though your sins be as scarlet they shall 
be white as snow.’’ Here we have the 
clue to Redemption. A hundred sermons 
would be but an enlargement or extension 
of the theme. The prodigal can be made 
clean, whole, holy, healthy. He can be 
made a fit and worthy person. Do you see 
the tragedy of sin? So many see the prod- 
igal in the far country. But do we see 
him coming home? That story is not about 
a boy who went away but a boy who came 
back. It is not a sheep that strayed but 
a sheep that was found. It is not that a 
coin was lost but that it was put back in- 
to circulation. We are always saying this. 
Only some of us say it differently. Some 
better, others not so well. But coud news 
is not altogether dependent on style.Good 
news sien for itself. That good news is 
“God in Christ, reconciling the world un- 
to Himself.”” 

Let Isaiah conclude for us; “His word 
shall not return unto him void, but shall 
be like snow which cometh down from 
heaven.”’ That word has a commission. It 
has a purpose. It has an objective. It 
shall do that for which it has been sent. 
Like the rain-drop, like the dew-drop, like 
the snowflake. Like men and women. The 
orders have been issued. The ‘Message 
to Garcia’ is on its way. If this is proph- 
ecy, it can be history. 


The desire to have many books, 
and never use them, is like a 
child that will have a burning 
candle by him all the while 
he is sleeping. 


Henry Peacham 
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CHRIST 
Makes Men New 
A. WALLACE COPPER 


Text: Luke 12:24-29, 


OME of the finest insights of the 
S Gospel are found in little things 

Jesus could see in the apparently 
small things of life principles of God’: 
greatness. Things that the multitude 
passed by without thought, Jesus sav 
as the evidence of the goodness of God. 
The flower that bloomed, the sparrow 
that fell, the child at play, told Him 
things about the Father th at the millions 
who passed by never beheld. 

What Jesus said about the redemptive 
purpose of God reminds us of the insight 
of Jeremiah. The prophet visited the 
potter’s house and saw him with greal 
skill and patience, working with the clay 
The potter had purpose, and endeavorec 
to mold the resisting clay so it would be 
come a thing of beauty. Having failed 
again and again, he still persisted be. 
cause hebelievedin its possibility. As 
Jeremiah beheld the potter, he had a 
glimpse of the infinite purposes and 
patience of God. He realized God wanted 
to remake men, and it was only the re- 
sistance of man, that prevented his per 
sonal redemption. 

Jesus made this unmistakably clear. 
He went about Galilee telling men they 
could become sons of God if they would 
but believe and follow. He proved this 
with the disciples and with countless 
other people. The message of the Gospel 
through the ages is belief in the possi 
bility of man, that the powerof sin can 
be broken, and that redeeming grace @ 
waits acceptance. 

In the story of the prodigal son, Jesus 
pictures the fethansishing out to meet th 
the lost boy. It was His way of telling 
mankind that God is eager to offer man 
the best of heaven. His eagerness rise: 
from the belief that “today is the day of} 
salvation,’”’ and there may not be anothe: 
day. The unforgettable parable of the 
Good Samaritan makes clear that the 
love of God to save has no racial or na 
tional boundaries. That all men, where- 
ever and whatever they may be, can be 
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aved. The searching for the lost coin 
eveals that God does not wait forman to 
ome to Him, but through Christ, seeks to 
ave the lost. The fundamental tenet of 
he Gospel is that people can be remade. 
ife can be made different. Abundant 
iving can be enjoyed. 

It is impossible to describe the differ 
nce this redemptive possibility has 
ade to life. The offer to’ mankind to 
eek until one finds carries with it the 
lear implication that there is something 
> find as the result of seeking, [ think 
f the man who dug for gold. He had 
urchased expensive machinery, but fi- 
ally became discouraged and gave up 
ne quest. Another man bought the ma- 
hinery and dug three feet deeper. He 
truck a rich vein of gold. The first man 
tho sold out became a salesman. On his 
esk he kept a three foot rule. When he 
ecame discouraged and was ready to ad 
it failure, the rule reminded him that 
srhaps three feet more he would strike gold. 
In the gospels we read of Jesus on [lis way 
> Gethsemane. We read, “He went a little 
arther’”’ That characterized His life. Ile of 
sred men the Gospel, but He went alittle 
ather and walked among them healing their 
iseases. He said, “If any will be my 
isciple let him deny himself, take up 
is cross and follow me.” He did more 
han give advice. He went farther and 
aid, ‘“‘Follow me.”’ The cross on the 
kull-shaped hill is the picture of a man 
sho went all the way to make men new. 
‘John Jasper was born a slave. His 
outh was riotous, and many said he 
ould end up in prison. However, one 
ay aman spoke to him about Christ, and 
sid him that if he would seek redemption 
e could find it. After several weeks of 
eeking through prayer, John Jasper did 
nd Christ e walked about the plan- 


ation telling everyone that he had been 


ved. He told his master, who said, 
‘John, keep telling it, never stop tell- 
3? 


He wanted to be a preacher. At first 
preached a funeral sermon for sl aves. 
ter, when he entered anew life of free- 
m, he started the Sixth Baptist Church 
Richmond Pepaniis with a member 
hip of nine persons, he, within a few 
ars, had a congregation of two thou- 
d persons. He became the most elo- 
ent preacher in the city. On one oc- 
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casion he preached to the state legisla- 
ture. Beginning as an illiterate man, he 
learned to read the Bible. Starting as a 
riotous youth, he became the minister of 
a great church, leading people to seek 
and find the mighty Saviour. Daniel Web- 
ster said, “If we work upon the marble 
it will perish, if we work upon brass time 
will efface it. But if we work upon the 
human soul they will brighten all etern- 
ity.’” That is what Jesus Christ does, if 
we only seek and find Him. 

Jesus looked at nature, and saw that 
each year God remade it. There was 
beauty in the spring, the glory of autumn, 
the magnificence of summer. Just so, 
people could be remade. God has placed 
something within man that responds to 
the infinite. ‘‘He hath made us for Him- 
self, and our hearts are restless until we 
find rest in Him.”’ 

The enraged people of France put 
Louis XVI and his wife to death. There 
remained a little boy, who, if the mon- 
archy stood, would be Louis XVII. The 
revolutionary leaders put him in prison. 
Evil men tried to corrupt his mind. They 
endeavored to teach him vulgar words, 
and to think evil thoughts. But again and 
again the little fellow would say,“I can- 
not do that, I cannot say that, because 
I was born to be aking.” There is some- 
God -has placed within us that tells us 
we are not our best selves amidst evil 
practices, but rather we were born to be 
sons of God. It is where Christ touches 
our hearts that what we were intended to 
be takes over our lives. We then become 
new creatures. 

In 1951 aman by the name of Jim Vaus, 
who had drifted into big-time gambling, 
on the west coast, was waiting in I.os 
Angeles to take a plane to St. Louis. 
With timeon his hands, he went to a near 
by revival meeting. There was no other 
place to “kill time.”’ The great audience 
was singing a hymn. He stood in the 
back of the tent. After the sermon a man 
stepped up to Jim, put his hand on Jim’s 
shoulder, and said, ““Won’t you go up 
front with me?” Vaus hastily replied, 
“Take your hands off me or I'll knock 
your block off.”’ The man did not retreat. 
He calmly said, “‘You can do anything 
you like to me, but that will not make 
things right between you and God. : 

Something clicked inside of Jim Vaus. 
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He went forward and accepted Christ. 
He was in no hurry. He missed the plane. 
Later he found that in the airport in St. 
Louis were rival gansgters waiting to 
kill him when he arrived. Today, as a 
new man in Christ, he is going about the 
country telling young people that crime 
does not pay, and urging them to follow 
Christ who can remake them. The ability 
of Christ to save men was not limited to 
rugged fishermen like Peter, James and 
John, or to Mary Magdalene, who had 
stained the white aie of eternity 
within her. He saves men like Jim Vaus, 
and millions of others who seek and find 
Him. God is anxious to give us heaven’s 
best, if only we will accept it. 

When Christ remakes us, it is as 
though we look at life with different 
eyes, and think with a different mind. 
The Bible, itself, becomes a new book. 
It becomes a book of eternal truthwith 
eternal promises. We see it as the book 
of life. Dr. Rice told of a children’s day 
excercise in his Sunday School. A little 
child recited the Twenty-third Psalm. 
When she came to the words, ‘“Though I 
walk throwh the valley of the shadow of 
death I will fear no evil for Thou art with 
me,” she laughed. Dr. Rice heard a wo- 
man say, ‘Isn’t it pitiful to teach a child 
words she can’t understand?”’ 

A short time later Dr. Rice was ealled 
to the bedside of an elderly woman who 
within a few days was to be with her 
Saviour. The minister read slowly to her 
the Twenty-third Psalm. When, he came 
to the words, “Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil for Thou art with me,’’ she stop- 
ped him. She said, “My, they are wonder 
ful words. I learned them as a little child, 
but I really never knew their meaning un- 
til now.’’ So it is with life. We hear a 
bout Christ, but when we find Him for our- 
selves we know for the first time what He 
realy means. 

In the life of Alice Freeman Palmer a 
student says, ‘‘When I left her office, I 
felt dipped in sunshine.”’ Jesus was that 
kind of person. He was that to the woman 
at the well, to the thief on the cross, to 
the man beside the pool. As someone 
said, ‘‘He turns all our sunsets into sun- 
rises.”’ He is wonderful. 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


NOTHING 
Text: Phil. 4:6 - Be careful for nothing. 

There are a lot of really simple words 
which are very hard to explain. Take th 
word nothing for an example. How are 
we going to describe or define such ¢ 
word when we stop to think that the 
word nothing means something that is 
not. Nothing is just something that does 
not actually exist, and when you put 
it that way it sounds very silly, doesn’ 
it? Certainly it sounds silly to try to 
explain the meaning of nothing. If you 
don’t think so, just try it yourselves. 
That doesn’t mean that you don’t know 
what nothing is; for of course you do, 
only it is very difficult for any of us to 
explain it. The trouble is that you don’t 
always mean nothing when you say noth- 
ing. 

Mayne you have forgotten and been 
rude to someone and your mother asks, 
‘*What did you say to Mrs. So-and-so?”’ 
Then you try to look innocent and say, 
‘QO, nothing, mother.’’ Or perhaps you 
have been misbehaving in some other 
way and were nearly caught. You have a 

uilty look on your face and father asks 

‘Just what have you been up to?” and 
again, trying to look innocent, youreply, 
“*O, nothing.’’ On such an occasion you 
don’t really mean ‘nothing’, do you? 
Your ‘nothing’ means something that 
you don’t want to talk about, so that 
in that case ‘nothing’ is a lie. 

Or possibly, at school, you have not 
studied as you should have. So, when 
the teacher finds that you worked the 
problem she gave you incorrectly, she 
marks a great big zero on your paper. 
In this case ‘nothing’ means ignorance, 
ignorance that is your fault because 
you failed to study properly and so did 
not know how to work the problem she 
gave you to do. pe 

Then you have heard one boy say to 
his best friend, when the friend told 
of a very fine present he had received, 
‘Ab shucks, that’s nothing. You ought 
to see what I got.’”’ The word nothing, 
in such a case doesn’t mean nothing at 
all. It simply means envy and jealousy. 
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In such ways as these we often make 
‘nothing’ mean an awful lot of things it 
doesn’t usually mean, which it does not 
truly mean. You see, when you speak 
ike that, or act like that, you are speak- 
ing or acting as if you believed that 
such things as lying, envy, jealousy 
and ignorance are nothing. That is some- 
hing we have to be very careful about. 

That was not exactly what the Apos- 
tle meant when he wrote to the members 
of the church in Philippi, saying, ‘‘Be 
careful for nothing.’’ But you must be 
careful for nothing, as you sometimes 
mean it. Jesus said that people who 
thought nothing of certain things were 
foolish and blind. He was speaking of 
people who made vows and showed their 
intention of keeping them by swearin 
““by the temple’ or “‘by the altar.’ 
To Jesus this was a kind of blasphemy, 
something like taking God’s name in 
vain. But the poeple who did thatsort 
of things said, “‘It is nothing.”’ 

Thinking nothing of lying, ignorance, 
and envy can make any of us foolish and 
blind. Foolish because thinking such 
is harmful to us. Blind, because they 
shut our eyes to truth and honesty, our 
need of learning and unselfishness that 
keeps us from envy and jealousy. You 
have been taught that Jesus is the 
Truth, how then can we believe a lie is 
nothing? We know that Jesus is a Teach- 
er sent from God, how then can we be- 
lieve that ignorance is nothing? And 
Jesus is the Saviour of the world be- 
cause He took no thought for Himself. 
He was completely unselfish. How then 
can we believe that envy means nothing? 
If you would be true and wise and un- 
selfish like Jesus, be careful about 
those things of which you so often 


think ‘nothing.’ Adapted 
i WAITING 
Hi Walter R. Young 
“‘Wait patiently for the Lord.” 
Though friends forsake and troubles 
throng, 


And weariness has stilled-your song, 
Wait patiently for Him. 


Though all around the dark clouds 
loom, z 
And days are filled with doubts and 


gloom; : 
Though flowers have lost their sweet 
- perfume, 
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Wait patiently for Him. 


Though others do not walk the Way, 
And Satan tempts by night and day, 
And you would often go astray, 

Wait patiently for Him. 


The crowning day is yet to be, 
And you will cross the troubled sea, 


If with the Man of Galilee. 
Wait patiently for Him. 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


SUCH AS I HAVE 


Text: Acts 3:6 - Such as I have give | 
thee. 

There was a man who had a pitcher, 
another who had a colt, another whohad 
a boat. A woman had an alabaster box of 
ointment. A boy had a lunch of bread 
and fish. Little is much when God is 
there. God has given to each one of us 
something which may be used to glorify 
Him in service. God said to Moses, 
“What is that in thy hand?” It was the 
shepherd’s rod that he used in his daily 
work, but God used it to demonstrate His 
power. “‘What have you in your hand? 
“Such as [ have give I thee.”’ 

A young man who had been called to a 
foreign field did not know how to preach. 
But he knew one thing: how to prevail 
with God. One day he visited a friend and 
said, “I do not see how God could use 
me. I have no special talent.’’ His friend 
replied, ‘‘Brother, God wants men on the 
field who can pray.” He went. It was 
reported of him that he could be heard in 
the morning hours pleading with God for 
souls. People were drawn irresistibly to 
his home and many found Christ. 

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 


SO HE CAN HAVE IT TCO 
Text: II Cor. 4:6 - God hath shined in our 


hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in 

the face of Jesus Christ. 
A man walking through the slum sec- 
tion of the city was attracted by a small 
boy with a mirror in his hand. He was try- 
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ing to focus the mirror at an angle so 
that it would catch the sun’s rays in the 
alley and flash its light into a window 
on the side of the building nearby. Being 
fascinated by the persistence of the 
fittle fellow, the man asked what he was 
doing. The lad replied, “See that window 
up there? My brother had an accident 
several months ago and he has been in 
bed ever since. The sun never gets to 
his room so I am trying to catch the sun- 
shine and reflect it up there so he can 
have it too.”’ 

Surely, there is something here for 
each of us. God hath shined into our 
hearts. We reflect that light. May it be 
that someone is going to find life just 
a little brighter because we let our light 
shine in places where it would not other 
wise come. Our Master does not ask us 
to ‘‘make’’ our light shine, rather to 
‘let’ it shine. We, too, can “‘give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God,”’ because men seeing our good 
works will glorify our Father who is in 
heaven. Let your light so shine. 


THE LITTLE FOXES 


Text: Song of Solomon 2:15 - Take us 
the foxes, the little foxes that 
spoil the vines. 

We live in a world in which we like 
to talk of big things: big planes, big 
guns, big armies, big cars, big banks, 
big everything. Sometimes it seems that 
every town has something that is the 
biggest in the world. We forget that the 
little things count most in life: the smile 
the cheerful word, the willingness to 
help at home, the little courtesies. Such 
little things give zest to life. The really 
big things in life are made up of little 
things. 

As a tourist stood with a Ranger on 
the rim of the Grand Canyon, he asked, 
“How did this canyon come to be?” The 
Ranger was silent a moment, then an- 
swered, “Raindrop erosion.” Just to 
think that tiny drops of water, eating 
away at the soil and rock could make 
the Grand Canyon! The little things we 
do, day by day, help us become strong 
and good persons, or weak and evil per- 
sons. 

Little habits can spoil or make our 
lives. Little choices make us what we 
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are, for character is the product of many 
choices that we make. 


ALL ARE MISSIONARIES 


Text: Isaiah 43:10 - Ye are my witness 
saith the Lord, and my servant 
whom I have chosen. 

When Admiral Foote was in Siam, he 
invited some members of the royal family 
to dinner on board his vessel. When all 
the guests were seated at the table, as 
was his custom, he asked a blessing up- 
on the food prepared. The king and other 
members of his court were greatly sur- 
prised and said that they had always un- 
derstood that only missionaries asked 
blessings. The admiral quietly replied 
that all Christians were, or ought to be, 
missionaries. 

We may not all be called to preach in 
a foreign land. But as Christians we can 
all testify of that which we have seen 
and felt and believed. If we cannot be a 
lighthouse, we can shine as candles, 
turning darkness to light, and so glorify 
our heavenly Father. “‘Go home to thy 
friends, and tell them how great things 
the Lord hath done for thee. (Mark 5:19) 


LOOK FOR THE BEST 


Text: Mark 10:21 - And Jesus looking up- 
on him loved him. (RSV) 

You may have heard the story of the 
dear old lady who always looked for the 
best in people. Whenever anyone said 
anything unkind about another person 
she would retaliate by noting something 
good. Her grandchildren planned to start 
a little conversation at dinnertime, about 
the devil. She pondered as they talked 
and finally came up with this: ‘Well, 
children, if we were all as industrious 
as the devil, we would get a lot more 
done.”’ 

It is evidence of Christlikeness when- 
a person persistently looks for good in 
other people. Good is always there. The 
fault is that we do not always discover 
it. Our bitterest enemies are endowed 
with some qualities that are good. Among 
the finest people you may meet each 
day are the milkman, the bus driver, the 
store clerk, the person who works at the 
next desk. It may take a child or a grand- 
mother to remind us how fine some peo- 
ple can be. : 
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STANDARD LESSON 
COMMENTARY 

Aid for Better Sunday-school Teaching 
An International Uniform Lesson commentary that 
has everything Sunday-school teachers have been look- 
ing for. Every lesson—every week—offers EIGHT big 
| pages to provide the best in Sunday-school teaching! 
| Includes Scripture lesson background, explanation of 
text, daily Bible readings, main point of the lesson, 
discussion and application, truth for daily living, lesson 
quiz, visual-aid suggestions, and teaching plan for both 
youth, adults. 448 pages, large, 814 x 11”-board cover. 


NOs4 95S Sac oes Rents aii, nes ee en Vo 
At your Bookstore or THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO., 20 E. Central Pkwy., Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


STANDARD 
LESSON 


poor widow who at one time performed 
: ‘ some domestic service in her home, but 
Text: Phil. 2:7 - But made Himself of no who at the time was seriously ill. The 
reputation, and took upon Him the caller was shocked at the evidences of 

form of a servant, and was made poverty apparent on all sides and she 

in the likeness of man. said, “I will ask the charitable organi za- 

A socially prominent woman of Boston _ tion to come and help you.”’ But the wid- 
went very unwillingly one day to see 2 ow said, ‘Thank you, ma’am! although 
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I am poor I cannot take charity.” “But, 


said the rich woman, “you have just told 
me that your neighbors have been help- 
ing you. You take things from them. 
‘“‘Ves,’? she answered, “but that is not 
charity. They are my friends. They care. 
They know that if they needed help I 
would do the same for them.’ Gifts from 
a loving heart are welcome; from a cold 
heart they mean nothing. 


PRESIDENTIAL WITNESSES 


George Washington: “Promote, then, as 

an object of primary importance, institu- 
tions for the general diffusion of know- 
ledge. In proportion as the structures of 
government give force to public opinion, 
it is essential that public opinion should 
be enlightened.” 


Thomas Jefferson: “/f a nation expects 
to be ignorant and free in a state of civil- 
ization, it expects what never was aad 
never will be. 


James Madison: “A well instructed peo- 
pie alone can be permanently free.” 


James A. Garfield: “Next in importance 
to freedom and justice is popular educa- 
tion, without which neither justice nor 
freedom can be permanently maintained.” 


Woodrow Wilson: “Every man who under- 
stands and loves his country must wish 
education brought to the highest point of 
develpoment and efficiency and to be 
shot through at every point with Chris- 
tian principles. ” 


Calvin Cooledge: “All our learning and 
sciences, our culture and our arts will be 
of little avail unless they are supported 
by high character. A trained intelligence 
can do much, but there is no substitute 
for morality, character-and religious con- 
viction. ” 

Herbert Hoover: “Our churches and reli- 
gious institutions are indispensable sta- 
bilizing factors in our civilization.” 


BE NOT ANXIOUS 

It is no accident that the Onewho knew 
human life best gave us, over and over 
again, the admonition, “Be not anxious.” 
Nearly all of us are like the poet, Keats, 
who once wrote: “Imaginary grievances 
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have always been my torment more than} 
real ones.” We are not so apt to worry! 
over the things that are happening to us 
today as we are over those things that we. 
fear may come into our lives tomorrow.' 
They are the burdens, imaginary though 
they are, that so often seem heavier than 
we can bear. There is but one cure for’ 
this anxiety. - trust in God. “Believe in 
God,” urged the Lord. “Believe also in— 
Me.” There is no other way to find the 
peace of heart that we seek. 

Wm. T. McElroy, Christian Observer 


MORNING PRAYER 


O God, who comes with the dawn, 
With Light and love and cheer, 
Grant me to learn with burning heart 
That Thou art always near. 
Shine on the way in which I walk 
Upon the folks I meet; 
And grant that friendliness and joy 
May make each day complete. 
- Calvin F, Laufer 


DEDICATION 


Dear Lord, I do not dare profane 
This day which Thou hast made, 
For it is Thy symphonic strain 
That makes our smaller chorals 
vain 
Beside it laid; 
And yet, dear God, within its tone, 
Submerged within its melody, 
I find that life has fuller grown, 
A richer, rarer, than my own 
Reposed in Thee. 


And I have learned, my God, today 
The truth for which I sought. 
For though I walk a troubled way 
That leads me through the mire 
and clay 
Of sordid lot, 
Yet have I found, my God, that I 
Can rise above the commonplace; 
My soul aspires to seek things high 
And show some other passing by 
Thy hallowed grace. 


Gordon Pratt Baker 
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WHO SPEAKS FOR GOD, Gerald Kennedy, Abing- 
don Press. 139pp. $2.50. 


It was inevitable that such a book should be 
written, not so much in answer to Norman Cousin’s 
Who Speaks for Man, as to be a co anion volume. 
It was fortunate that Bishop Kennedy rose to the 
occasion and produced the volume needed. With 
his usual brilliant and scintillating style he has 
dealt with this theme in four chapters or lectures. 
son og 2 the thesis under four headings. Who 
aoe or Persons, the Spiritual, Freedom, and 

Oj 


es 

te is scarcely necessary to say that this book is 
a primer on the religious insights and affirmations 
basic to the Christian view of God and man. It 

_ draws no punches in hewing to the line of thinking 
which founds all creative and redemptive endeav- 
ors on the foundation of Christian faith and ethics. 
It leaves the reader feeling exalted in the wake of 
vigorous downdraughts na the winds of God. It 
ct peas its message with characteristic shaftsof 
humor and revealing wit. It needs only to be read 
to discover how well the author has handled the 
great theme of our time and how clearly the ques- 
tion is answered. Jobn W. McKelvey 


6000 SERMON ILLUSTRATIONS, by Elon 
Foster, Baker. 704 pp. $5.95. 


This volume places at the disposal of the 
preacher no less than six thousand illustra- 
tions, gathered from the writings of noted 
leaders and writers of the ages. In the book 
are found select quotations from Ambrose, 
Wesley, Boston, Krummacher, Beecher, Guth- 
rie, Luther, Spurgeon, D’Aubigne, Newton, 
and many others. These are in eed men who 

belong to the ages. The choicest of their con- 
tributions becomes yours in this volume. 
5 Jobn J. Jobansen 
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WHAT SHALL I SAY, A. Obermeier, Concordia 
Publishing House. 95pp. 


This volume aims to suggest the right thing for 
the right moment when you are called upon to make 
a speech. It is written with the la primarily 
in mind and carries devotional talks for nearly a 
dozen different occasions. Some of the addresses 
are short, all are simple and direct in content. 
They offer to the uninitiated speaker the means 
of “improving the time and opportunity” and of 
saying something that will be helptal to both the 
speaker and hearer alike. jobs WasteKelvey 


The DOUGLASS SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS-1955 
Earl Douglass, Macmillan. 475pp. $2.95. 


This annual book of teaching ideas, thoughts, 
illustrations, and techniques for the Sunday Sc ool 
lessons, International for 1955, is a fine source- 
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urch Furnis 


book for the teachers who seek to add scholarship 
and discernment to the practical lessons to be de- 
rived from the weekly selections designed from the 
Bible for specific and detailed study. It is well 
arranged in its materials; it presents the lessons 
outlined in attractive manner, and it provides the 
added helps and questions that go to vitalize 
effective teaching. 

If the International Sunday School lessons are 
the subject matter for study, this volume will help 
the teacher and through him, the class, to a new 
and vital understanding of God’s Word. 

Jobn W. McKelve} 


TENTS TOWARD THE SUNRISE, Chas. W. Koller, 
Judson Press. 152pp. $2.00 


Dr. Koller, in this volume, has given many val- 
uable suggestions. The book consists of 63 timely 
messages, many not more than two or three printed 

ages. They are selections from articles which 
bate over the years appeared in THE NORTHERN 
which is a bulletin of the Northen Baptists Theo- 
logical Seminary, of which the author has been 
President since 1938, The title of the book comes 
from the subject of the first chapter. 

The messages are intended to be but sugges. 
tions, but as such are valuable. The chapters are 
divided under separate headings, such as Practical 
Christian Living, The Church and The Ministry, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day, and 
the issues of war and peace. 

With some books it may be necessary to read 
much in order to apprehend the real thoughts com 
prehensively dealt with, but not'so with the digest- 
ed thoughts of TENTS TOWARD THE SUNRISE. 

A Wallace Copper 


RAPSODY IN BLACK, Richard Ellsworth Day, 
Judson Press. 149pp. $2.00. 


This is a most unusual story. In vivid detail Dr. 
Day tells the story of John Jasper, who was bom 
a slave in Virginia. After a reckless youth, h 
through seeking, found Christ andthe meaningo 
salvation. The biography traces the steps of his 
ministry from the beginning inwhichhe preached at 
funerals of his fellow slaves until finally he be- 
came the minister of the Sixth Baptist Church in 
Richmond. 

Starting with a congregation of nine people, he 
preached constantly to a crowded sanctuary. His 
natural eloquence and uniqueness of style made 
him the outstanding pulpiteer of the city. On one 
occasion he preached to the state legislature. 

The book is unforgettable. It is an inspiring ex- 
ample of the remarkable power of Christ that can 
lift a man from sla and illiteracy to become 
the Christian leader of his own people in a great 
city. A. Wallace Cop per 


* 
STEWARDSHIP AND THE TITHE, Costen J. Har 
rell. Abingdon Press. 61 pp. 50¢. 


This is a valuable book that gives a compre- 
hensive understanding of the history and spirit- 
ual significance of the tithe. The author traces 
the meaning of the tithe for various peoples. He 
shows that its practice antedated the Hebrev 
race; that in far flung Babylonia and Assyria 
among the primative peoples of the earth it was 
part of worship. He makes clear the idea of th 
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ithe is a revelation given early to man, and spirit- 
alized by the Hebrew peo le. Tt came to its height 
- means of grace with Christ and the Christian 
aith. 

Dr. Harrell reminds his readers that one sixth 
f all recorded teachings of Christ had to do with 
1oney, and that the dedicating of a tithe in reality 
sonsecrates all one’s possessions, The book is 
livided into five chapters, the titles of which are 
[he Stewardship of Life, The Christian Idea of 
roperty, Three Fundamentals of Stewardship, The 
story of the Tithe, and The Tithe as a Means of 
wace, A.Wallace Copper 


<ATHERINE, WIFE OF LUTHER, Clara S.Schrei- 
yer. Muhlenberg Press. 232 pp. $2.75. 


Here is a heartwarming story of a courageous 
woman. It is written with skill and feeling, It 
races the life of Katherine von Bora from her es- 
cape from a convent during the days of her youth, 
hrough the joys and sorrows of her salt | life 
with Martin Luther. Mrs. Schreiber has giver us a 
lelicately drawn portrayal of the woman who min- 
stered to the aod of the great Reformer. 

W.G.Sberman 


PREACHING FROM ISAIAH, John P. Milton, The 
Augsburg Pub. House. $2.50, 

Those who follow the lectionary pericopes sel- 
Jom ee from the Old Testament. To remedy this 
Dr. Milton, who is professor of O.T. at Luther 
Theological Seminary in St. Paul, has taken the 
srophecy of Isaiah, used appropriate texts, and 
elated them to the New Testament themes for the 
various Sundays, of the Church Year. 

These are not sermons or even outlines. They 
are material to feed the preacher, drive him to 
study and produce his own sermons. Fach suggest- 
=d text follows this scheme, Relation of the text 
o the Topic, Basic Religious Teachings of the 
Text, New Testament Echoes of the Text. It is an 
excellent piece of work and it should help any 
preacher to enrich his preaching. W.R.Siegart 


METHODISM IN AMERICAN HISTORY, by 
— Warren Sweet. Abingdon Press. 472 pp. 


This is a revised and enlarged edition of 
Dr. Sweet’s earlier volume by the same title. 
There are eighteen chapters plus an appendix, 
bibliography, and index. The addition of ex- 
cellent illustrations, comprising photographs 
of many historic items, churches, and parson- 
ages is a very valuable feature of this work. 
Anyone desirous of reading a comprehensive 
history of Methodism will find this book an 
admirable answer. It is readable, authorita- 
ive, and compact. It is more effective for the 
ee of Methodism from the days of John 
Wesley down to the end of the nineteenth cen- 
tury than for events and matters of the past 
half century. Perhaps this is inevitable. 
ertainly the perspective for appreciating 
facts and factors in the Methodist tradition 

d heritage is more easily arrived at for the 
ecades prior to 1900. : 
If there is any demerit to this volume, it 
ies in the fact that the present century isnot 

esented as dramatically as the previous 

ntury and a half. Events of course are too 
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close for careful scrutiny and understanding, 
but events of tremendous significance have 
taken place and might have been discussed 
appropriately with the help of some historic 
imagination. Lacking this the last three chap- 
ters fail to stir much enthusiasm in the read- 
er. Furthermore, the book ends with the un- 
witting feeling that “‘greatness’’ has passed 
by aeiewening has come. Any good Methodist 
knows this is not true, and even though the 
prospect is confusing, he knows also that 
‘the best is yet to be.”’ Jobn W.McKelvey 


ESCALATOR EVOLUTION 
(From page 405) 
perpetual progress has proven to be a 
myth - the prolific parent of confusion, 
frustration and despair. Jesus refused to 
accept it. He exhorted His disciples to 
“thave faith in God.’’ There is the only 
ground of Christian hope and the chief 
spur to Christian action. 

Edward Laird Mills 


SERMON CRISIS 

(From page 404) 

sense of sin. But not pride, either. We 
have proclaimed God’s Word. We have 
been Jlis representatives in His sanctu- 
ary. He is responsible for the conse- 
quences, if only we have properly sur- 
rendered ourselves to be used by Him. 
It has rightly been said that none of us 
can make any kind of an agreement with 
God. God will not consent to such. But 
one agreement we can make; namely, that 
if we do not succeed, the shame is ours; 
if we do succeed, the glory is His. 

A layman of high position in Helsinki 
said to me once, “It is certainly good 
for you theologians to have a message 
that no one can challenge.”’ That is just 
the way the matter is. From nowhere else 
other than God’s own Word can come the 
ae which transforms the entire life. 

nd this gospel He has entrusted to us. 


SET TO MUSIC 
(From page 402) 

Note other instances of wobbly theolo- 
gy, these without detailed elaboration. 
Dr. Leitch, in the quotation cited, men- 
tioned the hymn, “‘In The Garden.”’ This 
is one of those hymns - or more accurate- 
ly, songs, for it is not correctly desig- 
nated a hymn - which enjoys a fabulous 
popularity. I fear its great popularity is 
a rather revealing barometer both of 
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America’s apintoaly and its musical 
appreciation! This song suggests an an- 
thropomorphic God who “walks in the 
garden in the cool of the day.’’ Not far 
advanced beyond Adam and Eve. The 


second stanza begins, 


He speaks and the sound of His voice 
Is so sweet the birds hush their sing- 


ing... 


Theological tommyrot! Unless God is 
speakingin audible tones the birds would 
hardly feat and thereupon cease their 
chirping. God speaks to us in the still 
small voice. He does not walk and talk 
in the physical fashion described in this 
song. 

Consider the chorus of this same song. 
Read the words with an imaginative eye, 
trying to form a visual picture of the 
scene. It sounds for all the world like a 
lover's tryst! Hardly a picture of a deep 
spiritual communion with the Almighty. 

In the same vein there is the anthem 
which is ranked among the most popular, 
and which portrays the God of Creation 
as an anthropomorphic Being with whom 
one roams the fields. The reference here 
is to “‘My God And I,”’ in which are to be 


found those startling words: 


We'll walk and talk and JEST 
as good friends do. 

Imagine one jesting with the Almighty! 

The hymnal is full of these fallacious 
concepts. One recalls that Martin) uther 
believed in demons in this world, and 
even threw his ink stand at the devil. 
So it is that we find in Luther’s great 
hymn the words: 


And though this world with devils 
filled... 


Again, the contenders for predestin- 
ation may rejoice in the phrase found in 
the hymn called “‘Jesus, Where’er Thy 
People Meet:”’ : 


Great Shepherd of Thy chosen few... 
But the prize of them all is the fabu- 
lously popular gospel-song, ‘Sweet 
Hour of Prayer.’? I search in vain fot 
Scripture to substantiate, or imagination 


to visualize its last sentence: t 
And shout, while passing through 
the air, 
Farewell, farewell, sweet hour of 
prayer. = 


oe 
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